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Summary: Biases perpetuate when people think that they are innocent whereas others
are guilty of biases. We examined whether people would detect biased thinking and
behavior in others but not themselves as influenced by preexisting beliefs (myside bias)
and social stigmas (social biases). The results of three large studies showed that, across
demographic groups, participants attributed more biases to others than to themselves, and
that this self-other asymmetry was particularly salient among those who hold strong beliefs
about the existence of biases (Study 1 and Study 2). The self-other asymmetry in bias
recognition dissipated when participants made simultaneous predictions about others’ and
their own thoughts and behaviors (Study 3). People thus exhibit bias in bias recognition,
and this metacognitive bias may be remedied when it is highlighted to people that we are
all susceptible to biasing influences.
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