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Proper Citation

MeSH (RRID:SCR_004750)

Resource Information

URL: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh

Proper Citation: MeSH (RRID:SCR_004750)

Description: A controlled vocabulary thesaurus that consists of sets of terms naming
descriptors in a hierarchical structure that permits searching at various levels of specificity.
MeSH, in machine-readable form, is provided at no charge via electronic means. MeSH
descriptors are arranged in both an alphabetic and a hierarchical structure. At the most
general level of the hierarchical structure are very broad headings such as Anatomy or
Mental Disorders. More specific headings are found at more narrow levels of the twelve-
level hierarchy, such as Ankle and Conduct Disorder. There are 27,149 descriptors in
2014 MeSH. There are also over 218,000 entry terms that assist in finding the most
appropriate MeSH Heading, for example, Vitamin C is an entry term to Ascorbic Acid. In
addition to these headings, there are more than 219,000 headings called Supplementary
Concept Records (formerly Supplementary Chemical Records) within a separate
thesaurus. The MeSH thesaurus is used by NLM for indexing articles from 5,400 of the
world''''s leading biomedical journals for the MEDLINE/PubMED database. It is also used
for the NLM-produced database that includes cataloging of books, documents, and
audiovisuals acquired by the Library. Each bibliographic reference is associated with a set
of MeSH terms that describe the content of the item. Similarly, search queries use MeSH
vocabulary to find items on a desired topic.

Abbreviations: MeSH

Synonyms: MeSH (Medical Subject Headings), Medical Subject Headings

Resource Type: controlled vocabulary, data or information resource

Keywords: umls, database, health, thesaurus, medical, gold standard

Availability: Free

Resource Name: MeSH

https://dknet.org
https://dknet.org/data/record/nlx_144509-1/RRID:SCR_004750/resolver
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh


Resource ID: SCR_004750

Alternate IDs: nlx_75424

Alternate URLs: http://purl.bioontology.org/ontology/MESH

Record Creation Time: 20220129T080226+0000

Record Last Update: 20260807T042613+0000

Ratings and Alerts

No rating or validation information has been found for MeSH.

No alerts have been found for MeSH.

Data and Source Information

Source: SciCrunch Registry

Usage and Citation Metrics

We found 36214 mentions in open access literature.

Listed below are recent publications. The full list is available at dkNET .
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